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C arol J. Kelsey, age 76, passed away Thursday, October 24, 2019. She was born

November 23, 1942 in Muskegon to Paul and Grace (McClellan) Carey Sr. On
December 16, 1966, she married Joseph Kelsey in Muskegon. He preceded her in

death on August 19, 2008. Carol had worked at the L.C. Walker Arena for 24 years

prior to her retirement in 2014. She was proud of her Native American heritage and
was an Elder of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians. Carol was a great-

granddaughter of Chief Distant Thunder and also a member of the Kateri Circle. She
enjoyed going to Detroit Tigers and Chicago Cubs baseball games, traveling, and

going to hockey games. She liked to be out doing things and was always on the go.

SURVIVORS include her children: Brenda (Bruce) Kelsey and Joseph Kelsey Jr. both
of Muskegon; 2 grandchildren: Angela and Jessica Kelsey; and many nieces and

nephews. She was also preceded in death by her parents and numerous sisters and
brothers. A Celebration Visitation of Carol’s Life will be held from 6-8 PM

Wednesday, October 30, 2019 at The Sytsema Chapel of Sytsema Funeral and

Cremation Services, 737 Apple Ave., Muskegon, MI 49442 (231) 726-5210. Burial will
take place in Sunrise Memorial Gardens. MEMORIAL contributions to the family

will be appreciated. Share memories with the family at their On-line Guest Book at
www.sytsemafh.com
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Celebration of Life Gathering

Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services - The

Sytsema Chapel

737 E. Apple Ave., Muskegon MI 49442

Cemetery Details

Sunrise Memorial Gardens

2188 Remembrance Dr., Muskegon MI 49442
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Wednesday, October 30, 2019

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM ET
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AS Angela Sidock posted:

Carol was such a wonderful and caring person. Carol, will be sadly missed. We always looked

forward to November 23rd because we shared the same birthdays. She always looked forward to

seeing my kids at hockey games and different events at the LC Walker Arena. God has gain a great

angel. RIP until we meet again. Don, Angie Sidock and the kids

October 29 at 6:32 PM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Kelsey family.

October 29 at 9:18 AM

Norbert J Kelsey posted:

I knew of carol since ....what 1957...Her ma being social pal of Nancy Kelsey, my mother. Back in

those days indian families were more inclusive and we visited the careys often, I tagging along. they

visited us. Carol lived with us on brillhart shack north of hart for awhile. Never did thank carol/big

daddy for being there to aid me...for taking me in later (1968-69) in Muskegon. Much thanks carol...lil

late but still very grateful. We stopped in on christmas, and brenda, and her filled me up with meehjim

to take ehndayung. Now she will be with big daddy (joe) as she always wished when it was her time..

It pleases me greatly that she loved my big poolshark brother. Let's all hope the g'jemnitou is kind to

her and lets her path be clear. she was only one to call and wish me happy birthday this past april. ty

again 'charlie''..

October 28 at 8:30 AM

BW Betty May Wabindato lit a candle in honor of Carol.

I met Carol and her husband when my late husband Jacob P. Wabindato was also

an Elder at Little River. They were the friendliest, happy people I ever had the

pleasure of knowing. I looked forward to every meeting, knowing they would be

there to visit with. My thoughts and prayers go out to their families. Peace be with

you Carol and Joe. Betty May Wabindato

October 27 at 3:07 PM
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LD Lynn Dawes posted:

Carol was really a special person. She has been a part of my life since 1975. She took care of my

Son. He and Joe were the same age and she made sure Mike was watched when I was at work.

When my daughter was born Carol was right there, She helped me so much with Leigh's care when I

had to work or was in class. She was Leighann's Godmother. We loved her as much as she loved us.

I wish I could be there but my health is not good right now. My Kids have wonderful memories of her

as I do. I thank God she was part of our lives....She will be missed.

October 27 at 1:21 AM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Kelsey family.

October 27 at 1:11 AM

AB Aaron And Tammy Broughman posted:

There Is no words to express how much we will miss Carol. She had a kind heart and a wonderful

smile. Twenty four years ago when we moved in across the street from Joe and Carol we became

neighbors. As the years went by we became friends and then family. Carol never missed my girl’s

birthdays every year on their birthday she would hand deliver a card to them. Rest on peace Carol we

love you.😇

October 26 at 4:29 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Carol by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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